
Update 42, written April 29, 2019 

VLAD - After the Joni & Friends/NW University team left (March 17th), I was grateful 
that the next 2 weeks were lightly scheduled.  While I was very tired, I sensed that I 
needed to be there for Tanya and Vlad. Didn’t really do anything for them, just showed up 
at the hospital for several days after surgery (March 19th). It was an honor to be able to 
walk with them during that first period that was so rough. 

Vlad’s surgery was 6 weeks ago already and he is doing so so well! He has not had another 
seizure, gotten his strength back and returned to his homeschool routine. Thank you for 
your prayers! In a very real sense, Vlad has been given back his life – and even a better 
quality one then he has had for the past 4/5 years. We are all very grateful to God. 

English Club - As it has in the past 3 years, the season usually starts with 20 + students 
in October, but come late spring, my class sizes down to a faithful 6. That’s ok. It gives 
more time for the students to practice and a chance for me to get to know them 
better. We closed this year’s season of club on the Saturday before Easter. But not 
before, showing the movie ‘Narnia’ in English. Thanks to Jamie’s hard work, it went over 
well. 

It was a good year. Interesting how I never imagined myself doing something like this and 
yet how much I’ve come to enjoy it. In the advanced class, we studied virtues – hope, 
honesty, courage, wisdom, joy, contentment etc. Of course, I threw in games, grammar 
and lots of conversation time as well. 

While only one lady, attends our church, I came to know over time that each of the 
faithful 6 attended some type of church. I also knew that 2 of the ladies, while very 
interested in learning English, had been very reluctant to attend since it was associated 
with the Baptist Church (thus a cult).   Personally, it was fun to see them relax & open up 
in a few weeks and even openly regret not having come sooner. 

With English Club done for this year, I spent last week getting ready for English 
Camp. This will happen during the last 2 weeks of July in conjunction with the Berean 
Church (Grace Church’s sister church in Mansfield, Ohio). Since I know both languages, at 
camp I will be teaching the beginner adults. This allows the team from Ohio to work with 
those with mid and advanced English skills. You might be thinking…’Its only April and you 
are prepping for July?’ Yes! Because the months ahead are crazy busy! So it is nice to 
have the student packets ready to go. 

John & Sue – It was one of those times that you want to look up to find the hole in the 
roof – because it sure seemed like this gift just dropped down from heaven! In the past 



year and a half, I have not once heard the sermon during the Sunday evening 
service. That’s because I am always in the basement either leading or helping with kids’ 
crafts. But this time the situation was going so smoothly, that I wasn’t needed, so I 
wandered back upstairs. 

I didn’t know they were coming; didn’t know who they were and obviously didn’t know their 
story….so for the next 30 min., I sat on the edge of my chair - amazed and thrilled by the 
gift that had just landed in our lap.  

John and Sue are a Christian couple from Florida and they shared their story about their 
special needs daughter. Their faith walk totally impressed me and that they were still 
married after all the difficulties they had been through…I mean many marriages just 
break a part under that kind of stress…and here they were sharing their testimony for 
the first time after their daughter’s death….and it was with us!  Oh to have had more 
hours to get to know them better!! 

Time and circumstances didn’t allow that luxury though and another question was rubbing 
me. Who was to ‘blame’ for this blessing? My sleuthing uncovered Sergi – the camp 
administrator at Word of Life. [Word of Life is a global ministry and it was at their main 
base that we held our first family camp 4 years ago.] Sergi knew us from our camp but 
had no real idea of what we did throughout the year.  

It’s a complex and beautiful piece that God orchestrated that night! John & Sue had 
come to work with Word of Life for 2 weeks. Sergi, knew we worked with special 
needs. Our pastor trusted Sergi with an unknown guest speaker and BANG! we have a 
glorious blessing on all sides. 

I don’t know if we will get to meet with John & Sue in the future…but I sure hope so! But, 
I’ve taken all this time to explain this because of Sergi. What we do every Sunday night 
has become usual for us, but for Sergi it blew the roof. 

He was so impressed that the next week he called Tanya K (our ministry leader) and 
asked if he could bring some Word of Life students visiting from New York to do an 
evangelistic outreach with our special needs families? He wanted his students and the NY 
students to see and remember that the Gospel needs to be taken to everyone including 
those with special needs. Of course Tanya said yes and that is how last Wednesday came 
to happen. 

Word of Life – It was pretty comical about what I heard about the planning stages. 
Sergi knew what the students were prepared to do but with no experience with working 
with special needs, he didn’t know what to expect from us. Tanya couldn’t grasp how this 



new type of outreach would work and assured him that we NEVER knew who and how many 
would come! 

So both sides took steps of faith. God blessed us with phenomenal weather and a crowd 
of about 90 showed up at Grace Church. The NY and Ukrainian Word of Life students set 
up 10 stations out on the lawn, each a game. The idea was for the kids & parents to roam 
around and try their hand at each game….in the mean time there was free cotton candy 
and tables and benches set up….like a little carnival. After about an hour the kids went to 
one part of the lawn and sang songs, heard about the meaning of the Gospel bracelet and 
each got to make one. On the other side of the lawn, the moms and dad’s heard a 
testimony and had the Gospel shared through art. The 2 big high lights for me was #1 
meeting 2 new moms and their kids and #2 once again the privilege to watch God at work 
accomplishing His purpose through His people all over the world! 

Easter – Having the outreach on Wednesday was a perfect prelude to Easter. It warmed 
my heart to see several of our special needs families at the big morning service.  

That evening we had our evening service on the second floor because we expected more 
than could fit into the fellowship hall on the first floor. God bless the guys who carried 
all the wheelchairs up the stairs! I think about 150 came in all and it was exciting to see 
perhaps 20 folks for the first time as well as many who have to travel quite a distance to 
get here. God had blessed us with enough Samarian Purse Shoe boxes that every child 
received one. [We know they are meant to be given at Christmas but they had not yet 
arrived.] 

Whew – a full day! It’s a good feeling…knowing that you gave it your all. The whole team 
went home tired. Yet, sometimes when you are numb with fatigue, you wonder – ‘Was it 
worth it? Did it make a difference?’ It is in those times that I tell myself what I told the 
NY students last Wednesday…’It doesn’t have to make sense to you and you may never 
see it but, in God’s economy, your act of obedience will always bring a blessing.” 

“But whatever you do, 
find the God-centered, Christ-exalting, Bible-saturated passion of your life  
and find your way to say it and live for it and die for it. 
And you will make a difference that lasts. You will not waste your life.” 
John Piper 

A revisit of the enemy - When I first heard about the Sri Lanka Easter attacks, I too 
was stunned. What do you do with information like that? There is no tidy box for that to 
set on the shelf of your mind…because it shouldn’t be….it just should not. 



Unlike you, though, our Easter was still ahead. And all week, I mulled over in my mind, ‘ 
What if that happened here?’ It could. We expected a full house for both the morning 
and evening service. With so many guests, another new face would only be 
welcomed. What if that happened here? It was not a bad question but satan tried to use 
it to get a foothold in my heart. 

As Easter came closer, I decided that I would do just as I usually did. Since I wouldn’t 
know about it – as the people in Sri Lanka didn’t know – I would prepare for and go as 
usual. If I die, then I die. But, let it not be fear that kept me back. Hearing about what 
happened in Sri Lanka reopened the door of fear – a cage I chose to spend too many 
years in. With God’s help though, I’m done scoring for the opposing 
team.                                                       Blessings, June 

Chris Malone caught some great shots of our kids during the outreach with the Word of 
Life students….. and below them are photos from Easter. 

 





 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 


